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below his own aim is incident to every one whofe fancy is adiive, and whofe views; are coninfe 
hen live ; nor is any man fatisfied with himfelf becaufe he has done much, but becaufe he can 
ccive little. When hr ft I engaged in this work, I refolved to leave neither words nor tilings imc- 
examined, and plea fed myfelf with a profpedt of the hours which I thou Id revel away in feafts ofiliteisM 
tore, the obfeure recedes of northern learning, which I fhould enter and ranfack, the trea fares with which 
3 expected every fearch into thole negledled mines to reward my labour, and the triumph with which 
I fhould diiplay my acquifitions to mankind. When I had thus enquired into the original of wofds 
I refolved to lhow likewile my attention to things ; to pierce deep into every fdence, to enquire the 
nature of every fubftance of which I infected the name, to limit every idea by a definition fiddly logical 
and exhibit every production of art or nature in an accurate defeription, that my book might be in place 
of all other diflionaries whether appellative or technical. But thefe were the dreams of a poet doomed 
at laft to wake a lexicographer. I loon found that it is too late to look for internments, when the work 
calls for execution, and that whatever abilities I had brought to my "talk, with thofe I mufi finally 
perform it. To deliberate whenever I doubted, to enquire whenever I was ignorant, would h ive pro- 
traded the undertaking without end, and, perhaps, without much improvement ; for I did not find bv mv 
firft experiments, that what I had not of my own was eafdy to be obtained : I faw that one enquiry only 
gave occaiion to another, that book referred to book, that to fearch was not always to find, and "to find 
was not always to be informed ; and that thus to perfue perfection, was, like the firfi inhabitants of 
Arcadia, to chace the tun, which, when they had reached the hill where he teemed to relt, was 
beheld at the fame diftance from them. 


I then con traded my defign, determining to confide in myfelf, and no longer to lblicit auxiliaries, 
which produced more incumbrance than afii fiance : by this I obtained at leafi one advantage, that I fet 
limits to my work, which would in time be finifhed, though not completed. 

Defpondency has never fo far prevailed as to deprefs me to negligence ; fome faults will at 
lafi appear to be the etteds of anxious diligence and perlevering adivity. The nice and fubtle 
ramifications of meaning were not eafily avoided by a mind intent upon accuracy, and convinced of the 
necefiity of diientangling combinations, and feparnting fimilitudes. Many of the difiindions which 
to common readers appear ufelefs and idle, will be found real and important by men verfed in the 
fchool philofophy, without which no didionarv ever fiiall be accurately compiled, or fkilfully examined. 


Some fenles however there are, which, though not the fame, are yet fo nearly allied, that they 
are often confounded. Moft men think indiftindly, and therefore cannot fpeak with exadtnefs; and 
consequently fame examples might be indifferently put to either fignification : this uncertainty is not to 
be imputed to me, Who doifiot form, but regifier the language; who do not teach men how they 
fhould think, but relate how they have hitherto exprefied their thoughts. 

The imperfed fenfe of fome examples I lamented, but could not remedy, and hope they will be 
compenfiated by innumerable pafiages feledcd with propriety, and preferved with exadnels ; fome 
fliining with lparks of imagination, and fome replete with treafures of wifdom. : 


The orthography and etymology, though imperfed, are not imperfed for want of care, but be- 
cauie care will not always be iuccefsful, and recollection or information come too late for ufe. 
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That many terms of art and manufacture are omitted, mufi be frankly acknowledged ; but for 
this defed I may boldly allege that it was unavoidable : I could not vifit caverns to learn the miner’s 
language, nor take a voyage to perfed ray fkill in the dialed of navigation, nor vifit the warehoufes of 
merchants, and Ihops of artificers, to gain the names of wares, tools and operations, of which no mention is 
found in books ; what favourable accident, or eafy enquiry brought within my reach, has not been ne- 
gleCted >• but it had been a hopelefs labour to glean up words, by courting living information, and conteft- 
ing with the fullennefs of one, and the roughnefs of another. 

To furniih the academicians della Crufca with words of this kind, a feries of comedies called 
la Ft era ^ or the Fair , was profeifedly written by Buonaroti ; but I had no fuch afiifiant, and 
therefore was content to want what they mufi have wanted likewile, had they not luckily been 
lb fupplied. 
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Nor are all words which are not found in the vocabulary, to be lamented as omifiions. Of the 
laborious and mercantile . part of the people, the didion is in a great meafure cafual and mutable; 
many of their terms are formed for fome temporary or local convenience, and though current at certain 
times and places, are in others utterly unknown. This fugitive cant, which is always in a fiate of 
increate or decay, cannot be regarded as any part of the durable materials of a language, and there- 
fore mufi be differed to perifil with other things unworthy of preservation. 

Care will fometimesjaetray to the appearance of negligence. He that is catching opportunities which 
feldom occur, will futter thofe to pals by unreguarded, which he experts hourly to return ; he that is 
fearching for rare and remote things, will negleit thofe that are obvious and familiar : thus many of 
the moft common and curfory words have been inferted with little iiluftration, becaufe in gather- 
ing the authorities, I forbore to copy thofe which I thought likely to occur whenever they were wanted. 
It is remarkable that, In reviewing my collcdtion, I found the word Ska uncxemplified. 
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Thus it mpiKTis, j“' r ‘ 

t ti t-- irf ' m iaht fin'rlv pcrtoniicd with- 

A large work is difficult becaufe it is lar g- ^ en te avowed its fliare of time and labour^ 

he cxpedled, that the Hones whtch 

I'X ^ he {quared and poUthed like the diamond of a nn e . 

Of the event of this work f 

thofe alterations which time and chance my f e lf:' for a while ; but now begin to fear that I 

With this confequence I will confefs that I filtered ny. . f When we fee men grow old 

have indulged expedition whid* ^ centur> ; we laugh at the elixir that promts 

and die at a certain time one aftei ano : _ 7 a; mav t i ie lexicographer be denoed^ ^Ho 
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vanity } and affectation. r - ; 

With this hope, however, acadenries have been inftnoted, 

to retain fugitives, and repulfe lntiuders , but their v ig iVllables, and to lafli the wind, are 

founds are too volatile and fubtile for lepil reftrain 5; t. f trcnR th. The French language 

equally the undertakings of onde unw.llmg o meafur ^ tranfiation of father 

has vifibiy changed under the infocdhon ol the academy , the Hue - ^ ^ rf 

p . ohfei ved bv Le Courayer to be un pen pa se ; and no Italian will \ * 

mX; Wdtit is firpercepily different from that of beccace. Much,™!, or Uro. 

Total and fudden transformations of a language feldom happen , conquefts and p>gn“o D ‘ ‘ « e nc ™ 
thelr'piogrefs, arc perhaps as much fuperiour to hui^n relh^c, 
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SS& muffin time iSn a mingled dialed like d ' e ^ which 

fickers on the Mediterranean and Indian coafts. This will not always be confined to the exchange, 

the warehou^, or the port, but will be communicated by degrees to other ranks of the people, and 

at laft incorporated with the current fp.eech. 

There are likewife internal caufes equally forcible. The language moft likely to continue 
long without alteration, would be that of a nation railed a little, and but a little, above barbarity. 
Included from ftrangers, and totally employed in procuring the conveniences of life; either without 
books, or, like fomc of the Mahometan countries, with very few; men thus bulled and unlearned, havnig 
only inch words as common ufe requires, would perhaps long continue to cxprels the lame notions by the 
fame ligns. ’But no fuch conftancy can be expedited in a people poh filed by arts, and claued by 1m. or- 
dination, where one part of the community is fuftained and accommodated by the labour of the otnei . 
Thofe who have much Iciture to think, will always be enlarging the ftock of ideas, and every lu- 
cre a fe of knowledge, whether real or fancied, will produce new words, or combinations c v words. 
When the mind is unchained from necefiity, it will range after convenience ; vt'hen it is left at large 
in the fields of lpeculation, it will fluff opinions ; as any cuftom is diluled, the words that exprefied 
it muft perifli with it; as any opinion grows popular, it will innovate fipeech in the fame proportion as it 

alters pra£tice. 

As by the cultivation of various fcicnces, a language is amplified, it will be more furnifhed with 
words deflected from their original fenle; the geometrician will talk of a courtier’s zenith, or the ex- 
centrick virtue of a wild hero, and the phyiician of fanguinc expectations and phlegmatick delays. 
Copioufnefs of fpeech will give opportunities to capricious choice, by which fome words will be 
preferred, and others degraded ; viciiiltudes of fafhion will enforce tire ule of new, or extend the iig- 
nification of known terms. The tropes of poetry will make hourly encroachments, and the metapho- 
rical will become the current fenfe ; pronunciation will be varied by levity or ignorance, and the pen 
mufi at length comply with the tongue; illiterate writers will at one time or other, by pubhek infatua- 
tion, rife into renown, who, not knowing the original import of words, will ufe them with colloquial 
licentioufnefs, confound diilinttion, and forget propriety. As politenefs increafes, fome expreftic ns will 
be coniidered as too grofs and vulgar for the delicate, others as too formal and ceremonious for the 
gay and airy ; new phrafes are therefore adopted, which muft, for the fame rations, be in time uif- 
miiled. Sni ft, in his petty treadle on the FnglijJ) language, allows that new words muft fometimes 
be introduced, but propoles that none fhould be buffered to become obfolcte. But what makes a word 
oblbletc, more than general agreement to forbear it? and how lhall it he continued, when it conveys an 
often live idea, or recalled again into the mouths of mankind, when it ha; ores by dilute become unfa- 
miliar, and by unfamiliarity unpleafing. 2 
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